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A. CONTENT

The purpose of the paper assignment for this class is threefold.  First, it is designed to give you the opportunity to get to know your country in greater depth than the 2-page cables allow.  Second, it should give you practice applying a relevant theoretical debate from the comparative politics literature to a particular empirical setting in which you are interested.  Third, it will give you practice developing your writing skills.

A good social science paper typically consists of three main sections:

1) Introduction.  The introduction should do the following:

a. State the research question that your paper attempts to answer.  Your research question can be descriptive or explanatory, and should address one of the theoretical debates covered in class.  Some examples of descriptive questions are as follows: Is contemporary Germany nationalistic?  Is Kenya a democracy?  What kind of authoritarian regime was Liberia under Charles Taylor?  Some examples of explanatory questions are: Why did the Soviet Union collapse?  Why did the Mexican Revolution occur?  What explains economic liberalization in China?

b. State a clear argument in response to that question.  One way to do so might be to include a sentence beginning “In this essay I will argue…” or “This essay argues…”

c. Provide a “roadmap” of the rest of the paper.  That is, signal to the reader how the rest of the paper will proceed.  You should consider dividing the body of the paper into a few sections, each of which has an explicit purpose (see below), and signaling that division in your introduction.

Typically the introduction to a paper should be no more than about 10% of the total length of the paper — so, for a 5-page paper, your introduction should be about a half a page.

2) Body.  The body of the paper should provide logic and evidence to support the argument stated in the introduction.  The body should be structured around a few main points that you would like to make in support of your argument.  You are encouraged to derive those main points from course readings or lectures, if appropriate for your topic.

The evidence that you present in support of your argument can come from a variety of sources, including academic journal articles, reports from governmental and non-governmental sources, books, credible news sources, and credible websites.  Your evidence may be qualitative, quantitative, or both.  This evidence must be documented properly (MLA format is fine).  Except in unusual or exceptional circumstances discussed ahead of time with the instructor, web-based sources should constitute no more than 1/3 of your sources overall.

An outstanding paper will also present alternative arguments, as well as evidence that calls into question those alternative arguments.  For example, if you want to argue that Kenya is a democracy, you should present the alternative argument that it is NOT a democracy.  Then, you should give evidence that supports your claim that it is a democracy and calls into question the alternative argument that it is not a democracy.  In presenting alternative arguments you are encouraged to draw on readings and lectures from the course.

3) Conclusion.  The conclusion of the paper should reinforce the argument and state the broader significance of your research in terms of the specific content of this course.  That is, your conclusion should make explicit reference to some other part of the course: readings, lectures, class discussions, films, presentations and/or cables.  You may also offer policy recommendations as part of your conclusion, but not in place of references to course content.

Papers will be graded for presentation as well as substance.  Therefore, you should make sure that your paper is clearly structured; that your paragraphs have clear topic sentences; and that your prose is concise and understandable.

B. FORMAT

Pages: The paper should be 5-6 pages long, including footnotes but not including the bibliography.  Page numbers must appear on the bottom of each page.

Font: Times, Times New Roman, or Palatino

Size: 11 or 12 point

Margins: 1” to 1.25”

Spacing: Double 

Bibliography: A bibliography for the paper is required.  Please follow MLA format and include complete, accurate citations.

Use of websites: No more than one third of your citations should be websites.  

C. DELIVERY

One hard copy of your paper should be handed in to the professor at the beginning of class on the due date specified in the “Paper Topics and Deadlines” handout (circulated on the day of the midterm).  Electronic submissions will not be accepted.  Don’t forget to retain a copy of your paper for your own records.

GRADING BREAKDOWN

Grading will be as follows:

Introduction: 20%

· Clearly states a descriptive or explanatory research question

· Question addresses a theoretical debate covered in class

· States a clear argument in response to question

· Provides roadmap of paper

· Is reasonable in length (roughly 10% of length of paper)

Body: 50%

· Provides logic and evidence to support the argument

· Evidence is drawn from appropriate sources

· Is structured around a few main points

· Presents alternative argument(s) and calls it (them) into question

Conclusion: 10%

· Reinforces argument and states broader significance of research

· Makes explicit reference to course content

Presentation: 10%

· Paper is clearly structured

· Paragraphs have topic sentences

· Prose is clear, concise, and understandable

· Paper is devoid of grammatical and typographical errors

Format: 10%

· Paper is appropriate length, has appropriate formatting, and has appropriate and consistent documentation throughout
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